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Christ our Center 
Children our Blessing 

Justice our Passion 

Inside the Gateway 

In these last few weeks, the issue of same-sex 
marriage has taken center stage in our national 
discourse. North Carolina became the twenty-ninth 
state to vote a constitutional ban on gay marriage. 
President Obama declared his personal support for 
gay marriage, changing his earlier view of rejecting 
marriage in favor of same-sex unions. Our own 
congregation also began a 
discussion in Open Forum 
sessions presented by our 
Marriage Task Force. My 
purpose in writing this 
article is to clarify what is 
happening at CCPC. 

The Presbyterian Church 
(USA), the denomination 
of which we are a part, 
has long defined marriage 
as between a man and a 
woman. In the PC(USA) pastors are specifically 
forbidden to marry people of the same gender. This 
creates a particular dilemma for churches in the 
District of Columbia where same-sex marriage is 
legal. What will we do when faithful members come 
to us and asked to be married in the church?   

Shortly after same-sex marriages became legal in the 
District, the Session established a Marriage Task 
Force “for discernment and education on the role 

and stance of CCPC concerning the question of 
marriage between gay and lesbian 
couples,” (minutes of the session meeting June 15, 
2010).  The Task Force has engaged in extensive 
study of the many considerations involved in the 
issue, including theology, church polity, and pastoral 
concerns. To date, the Task Force has met for 

information sharing and 
discussion with the 
Session and Deacons and 
at two Open Forum 
presentations. The Task 
Force will offer more 
opportunities for 
education and discussion 
in the fall. Look for study 
materials to be made 
available on the church 
website this month. 

The theological concerns center around the 
understanding and use of Holy Scripture.  Both those 
who affirm and those who oppose gay marriage can 
find texts to support their point of view. Biblical 
interpretation is an important area of study to fully 
understand the issues involved.   

The Presbyterian Church’s polity is based on the 
belief that God works through the community of 
faith to reveal God’s will for the people. We struggle 

Continued on page 11 

CCPC and Same-Sex Marriage 

 

“How we make our decision is 

at least as important as what  

decision we make.” 
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June 3   Confirmation/Trinity Sunday 
    Service at 10:00 a.m. 
    The Rev. Molly Blythe Teichert will  
    be preaching 
    The Sacrament of Communion will be 
    celebrated 
    Confirmation and Picnic 
    Music: Chancel Choir  
 

June 10   Second Sunday After Pentecost 
    Service at 10:00 a.m. 
    The Rev. Jane Duffield will  be   
    preaching 
    Music: Chancel Choir  
 

 
 
 
June 17   Third Sunday After Pentecost 
    Service at 10:00 a.m. 
    The Rev. Molly Blythe Teichert will  
    be preaching 
    Father’s Day 
    Hunger Offering 
    Music: First Service Singers 
 

June 24   Fourth Sunday After Pentecost 
    Service at 10:00 a.m. 
    The Rev. Molly Blythe Teichert will 
    be  preaching 
    Music: First Service Singers 

Worship Schedule 

A Beautiful Year of Music 
 
Many, many thanks to all who participated in 
music at CCPC this year. The Chevy Chase Con-
certs Committee, The Men’s Chorus, Instrumen-
talists, Carol Choir, Junior Choir, Chancel Choir, 
Chevy Chase Handbell Ringers, First Service Sing-
ers, The Revelations Guitar Group, and vocal solo-
ists. We are indeed grateful for the gifts you bring 
to our worship and community. 

Come one – come all! To sing!! 

A choir is forming for ages 10 through adult for the 
summer Sundays July 1-August 12. 

Come to Room 300 at 9:20 a.m. on any one of these 
Sundays to rehearse a simple anthem for the 10:00 
a.m. service. You’ll find great fellowship and be a 
blessing to our summer worship. 

Julie Vidrick Evans’  
upcoming organ concerts: 

 

On July 26, at 7:00 p.m. Julie Evans will be performing 
in Mt. Gretna, PA as part of the summer programs of 
the Pennsylvania Chautauqua Foundation.   
 

Upcoming concerts include: 
September 27: Princeton University Chapel 
    Princeton, NJ 
September 30:  St. Thomas Church  
    New York City, NY 
November 3:  St. John’s Episcopal Church 
    Roanoke, VA 

 

Come to the End-of-the-Year  
All-Church Picnic  

in the Church Courtyard  
Sunday, June 3, 2012  

following 10:00 a.m. worship 
 

Plan to join us for traditional picnic fare and  
fellowship with your church family. 

 

A donation of $5 per person  
($20.00 max per family) is requested. 

 

Reservations are appreciated but not required  
(so we’ll know how much food to plan.) 

 

Go to the church website (www.chevychasepc.org)  
or call the church office to RSVP. 
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100% Chance of Rain 
Congratulations to the cast and directors of the children’s musical, 100% Chance of Rain!  

The children put on a great show on April 29 led by Assistant Director of Music Joann Moorer. 
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"The Sound of Your Own Silence" 
A 30 Day Retreat in the Midst of Life's Busyness 

Summer 2012 

Wouldn't it be nice to slip away from your busy life and take a 30 day silent retreat? Absolutely, but few of 
us can carve out that kind of time to be away. Instead, consider taking a 30 day "retreat" right in the midst of 
life's business. The Connections Committee is offering CCPC members a special resource for use this summer to 
do just this. This resource from Scripture Echo offers a 30 day spiritual formation workbook/journal that will 
help you to claim silence everyday, in different kinds of ways. Journaling exercises, questions for reflection, 
prayer ideas, and many suggestions for practicing silence are given.  

Explore your relationship with silence. Find out what makes you anxious about silent space and what makes 
you more peaceful. Explore the gifts that can come as you are silent while those around you are speaking. Dis-
cover how unnecessary some of our speaking can be, and how we can "retreat" back into a blessed place of si-
lence, as we do errands, attend meetings, and even eat a meal. You can choose any level of silence that fits your 
life and your needs; full silence or just few precious minutes a day, or anything in between.  

Throughout the 30 days, you will be encouraged in three different areas:  

Praying in Silence: Start with just five minutes twice a day, and work your way up to twenty minutes of 
sheer silence as prayer. Use other prayer methods to enter into silent prayer, where you rest in God's 
presence with no words at all. 

Keeping Silence: In ways that are right for your unique life circumstances, explore different ways of 
"keeping silence," by refraining from speaking and diminishing the background noise around you. 

Reflecting about Silence: Take time to think about and articulate what is happening for you throughout 
the 30 days.  

How to participate… 

Choose any 30 days of the up-coming summer to take part— in a row, or as you can find them. A secure 
webpage will be available from May 26th to September 3rd. (Memorial Day weekend to Labor Day weekend.) 
PDF documents will be available to download, print and use, and there will be a limited number of copies avail-
able at the church (on request) for those without email capabilities.  

Email Lynn Jostes (lynn@chevychasepc.org) to register. She will contact you with the secure 
webpage information for use between May 26 and September 3. 

The rest is up to you… 

We hope that this resource will help you shape a balanced summer of recreation, rest, and spiritual renewal 
that will encourage your journey. Please let us know how it works out! 

 

All-Church  

Pot-Luck Picnic 
 

Sunday, July 29, 2011 
5:00 – 7:00 p.m.  

 

on the church playground  
(at the east end of the building) 
Sponsored by the CE Committee 

Save the Date! 

come join the fun  

again this summer! 

http://www.scriptureecho.com/OtherFormationResources.htm##
http://www.scriptureecho.com/OtherFormationResources.htm##
http://www.scriptureecho.com/OtherFormationResources.htm##
http://www.scriptureecho.com/OtherFormationResources.htm##
mailto:lynn@chevychasepc.org
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Summer schedules bring opportunities for new pat-
terns of life together, and this is part of our Sunday 
morning life together as well! As we worship as one 
church family at 10:00 a.m. throughout the summer, 
we will welcome children (completed Grade 3 and 
up) to remain in the sanctuary following the Time 
with Children to experience the rhythm and wonder 
of worship. Beginning June 5 and continuing through 
the month of June, younger children (Age 3 through 
completed Grade 2) are invited (but not required) to 
go to special church school classes for the rest of the 
hour. Ages 3-4 will meet in Room 180, 5s/
Kindergarten in Room 170, and Grades 1 and 2 
(completed) will meet in Room 160 on the first floor 
in the Education Building. Childcare for infants is 
available in Rooms 106 and 108. 

SPECIAL NOTE: We still need teachers in order to 
offer all of our classes this summer. Please look 
for the chart during coffee time and sign up to 
teach one of our children’s classes. It’s a wonder-
ful way to get to know some of the youngest mem-
bers of our church family! 

FOR ADULTS: Faith Trek is planning to meet during 
the summer (except on holiday weekends) to discuss 
issues of faith and life; and they’ll begin a new book in 
June! All adults are invited to join their summer dis-
cussions. Questions? Contact Margaret Chan (301-656
-5034.) Please join us in the Library (on the first floor 
of the center building, alley side) from 11:00 - 12:00 
noon each Sunday. 

Summer Church School Plans at CCPC 

Summer Sunday School begins on June 3 and con-
tinues through Homecoming Sunday, September 9 
during the 10:00 a.m. worship service. Two to three 
classes for young children through second grade 
(completed) will be available, but only with your 
help.  

Teams of teachers are needed for each age group and 
a simple curriculum is provided to facilitate your 
teaching. Please check your calendar and see which 
Sunday you might be able to help!  

Sign up sheets will be posted in Chadsey Hall during 
refreshments on Sundays for your convenience. You 
may also contact Kristen Riley (202-237-8336 or kri-
ley8@msn.com) or Lynn Jostes at the church (202-
363-2202 x 22 or lynn@chevychasepc.org) for more 
information or to sign up for this special opportunity 
to teach our youngest children.  

Thanks for your help!! 

Summer Sunday School  
Teachers Sought!! 

CCPC Summer Camp 
 

The CCPC Summer Camp for 3, 4, 5, and 6-year-olds 
has openings for all sessions (June 18-29; July 2-13; 
July 16-27). Our program runs daily from 9-1 with 
plenty of outdoor time, pool and splash time, crafts, 
story times and lunch, plus lots more!   

For more information, contact the Weekday Nursery 
School Office at 202-363-2209, or e-mail  
cindy@chevychasepc.org.  

mailto:kriley8@msn.com
mailto:kriley8@msn.com
mailto:lynn@chevychasepc.org
mailto:cindy@chevychasepc.org
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2011-2012 Education Leadership 
 

Educational Ministry at CCPC doesn’t just happen but is a high-energy, intentional effort by many peo-
ple to share our faith and tradition. Last September we commissioned these persons in service in the 
educational leadership of our church. Please greet them when you see them and thank them for their 
faithfulness this year. 
 

Church School Teachers and Substitutes 
And Educational Leaders/Planners 

 

 Toddlers & 2’s – Patty Petersen, Adeline Vanderver, Bethany Velasco, Suzanne Stievater, Cathy 
Klase, Catherine Zimmermann, subs Anne and Casey Mace, and parent helpers 

 3’s - Sue Martin, Priscilla Rawlins, Leah Howell, Emily Schmidt and Jim Massey, sub Chris Marvin and 
parent helpers 

 4’s  – Rebecca Iverson-Hunter, Kelsi Corkran, Heidi and Mel Kong, Meredith Rathbone 
 5’s & Kindergarten – Trish Boggs, Sarah Grantham, Alice Singdahlsen, Deanna Troust 
 1st Grade – Melody Soopper, Kevin Carlson, Kathryn Williams, Erika Lee, Ford Koles, Sarah Smith, 

Jenna Lally and  sub Fred Atwood (for grades 1-5)  
 2nd Grade – Christina Hudson, Paul Teichert, Paula Fudge, Lee Ann Graeub, Mark Fernandez 
 3rd Grade – Linda Ertz, Margy Bond, Marian Lally, Jessica Wick, Emily Mazzella, Larry and Rebecca 

Maxwell 
 4th & 5th Grades – Britt Reynolds, Tom Morgan, Kirsten Anderson, Rita Stephan 
 6th, 7th & 8th Grades – Tom Jordan, Courtney Moore, Yvette Rose 
 9th – 12th Grades –Catherine DePeuter, Susan Dentzer 
 The Bible in Context Class – Dottie Boerner, Beth Nyhus, John Weicher 
 Faith Trek – Margaret Chan (coordinator) 
 FOCUS Planning Team – Mark Fernandez, Louise White, Carol Crawford, Margaret Chan, John Wei-

cher, Lorna Sniegoski, David Notley, Julie Haifley, Lynn Jostes 
 Church School Administration - Co-Coordinators Kristen Riley and John Finch 
 Nursery Coordinators - Kristen Riley and Anne Mace 
 Youth Advisors/Support –John Yahner, Tracy Hadden Loh, Scott Corkran, Erica Savage, Christie 

Hogan, Kevin Berry, Lynne Pratt, Becky Wood   
 Friends of the Library - Mary Lee Maples, Sue Martin 
 Christian Education Committee – Britt Reynolds (co-chairperson), Linda Ertz (co chairperson), 

Tracy Hadden Loh, Jean Cohen, Brad Shingleton, Mary Finch, Sue Martin, Tom Morgan, Kristen Riley, 
John Finch, Becky Wood, Lynn Jostes 
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Summertime offers a different rhythm to our lives and learning and the CE Committee invites 
you to attend one of these film screening and discussion options (on the lighter side) at CCPC 

on selected Sundays this summer:  
 

Sunday, July 8, 2012 
11:30 a.m. in Geneva Hall 

Toy Story 3 
 

(Rated G) The movie begins with Andy leaving for college and donating his beloved toys—including Woody 
(Tom Hanks) and Buzz (Tim Allen)—to a daycare. While the crew meets new friends, including Ken (Michael 
Keaton), they soon grow to hate their new surroundings and plan an escape. It is up to Woody to convince the 
other toys that they weren’t abandoned, to help them return home, and to find a new home and purpose.  

 

Sunday, July 15, 2012  
11:30 a.m. in Geneva Hall 

Hugo 
 

(Rated PG) Martin Scorsese directed this thrilling journey to a magical world with his first-ever 3-D film, based 
on Brian Selznick's award-winning, imaginative New York Times best-seller, "The Invention of Hugo Ca-
bret."Set in 1930s Paris, Hugo is the astonishing adventure of a wily and resourceful boy whose quest to un-
lock a secret left to him by his father will transform Hugo and all those around him, and reveal a safe and lov-
ing place he can call home. 

 

Sunday, August 19, 2012  
11:30 a.m. in Geneva Hall 

Joyful Noise 
 

(Rated PG-13) The small town of Pacashau, Georgia, has fallen on hard times, but the people are counting on 
the Divinity Church Choir to lift their spirits by winning the National Joyful Noise Competition. The choir has 
always known how to sing in harmony, but the discord between its two leading ladies now threatens to tear 
them apart. Their newly appointed director, Vi Rose Hill (Queen Latifah), stubbornly wants to stick with their 
tried-and-true traditional style, while the fiery G.G. Sparrow (Dolly Parton) thinks tried-and-true translates to 
tired-and-old. Shaking things up even more is the arrival of G.G.'s rebellious grandson, Randy (Jeremy Jordan). 
Randy has an ear for music, but he also has an eye for Vi Rose's beautiful and talented daughter, Olivia (Keke 
Palmer), and the sparks between the two teenagers are causing even more heat between G.G. and Vi Rose. 
Come for a lively, musical time! 

Summer time Movies at CCPC 

http://www.rottentomatoes.com/m/joyful_noise_2011/##
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Have you ever wondered where TAP gets the funding needed to serve 
more than 850 homeless and working poor residents each year? As an 
outreach mission of the church, we get important financial support 
from CCPC’s Missions Committee, the Gifts of Hope market, a portion 

of the hunger offerings, and  individual contributions of cash, clothing and 
food.  The Souper Bowl of Caring offering collected by CCPC youth during ser-

vices on Super Bowl Sunday was designated for TAP this year.  The church also provides the program’s office 
space and some administrative support. 

But TAP also receives grants from outside our church, namely from foundations and charitable organizations 
who recognize the value of TAP’s work in our community. So far this year, we have received grants from the 
Rotary Foundation ($5,000), the Blessed Sacrament Christmas tree sales fund ($500), and the Workers of St. 
Albans, who run the thrift shop at St. Albans Parish ($3,500). These organizations have been past supporters 
as well. Often our foundation grants have come through a connection to someone in the congregation.  For ex-
ample, Howard Davis, an active Rotarian, has kept us apprised of Rotary’s grantmaking program. TAP is always 
interested in new grant possibilities, so if you have a connection to a foundation or other organization 
that might be interested in TAP’s work, please send us a note at tap@chevychasepc.org and we will con-
tact you to discuss whether we should prepare a proposal.  

Our greatest, resource, however, is people. Because of the dedicated corps of volunteers, 90 percent of TAP’s 
funds go to direct client service. More than 40 volunteers—ranging in age from high school seniors to retir-
ees—serve in roles such as client interviewers, greeters, clothing sorters, sandwich makers, and advisory 
board members. The powerful combination of money and people power is helping lift our fellow residents out 
of poverty. 

up c lose 

As we move closer to the slower pace of summer 
vacations, barbeques, and lazy days by the pool, 
here are some tips from the Earth Stewards for a 
safe, fun, and green summer. 

Summer BBQ Wraps up  
54th Year of WNS 

 

The annual Family Barbecue for the 
Weekday Nursery School was held on 
an absolutely beautiful Saturday after-
noon - May 19th. 

Over 320 adults and children enjoyed 
music by the Starlight Band, face paint-
ing, nail painting, crafts, spin art, 
moonbounces, fun with John Henry 
England, a fantastic musician, and of 
course wonderful food! What a great 
way to end our 54th school year! 

Summer Camp will begin on June 18th 
- we still have openings in our 5's 
group for the 1st session and in all 
groups for our last session - July 13-
27th.   

Happy Summer to all! 

Earth Stewards Tips  
for a Green Summer 

 As driving for day trips and vacations increases, remember that 
under-inflated tires cling too much to the road, which puts drag 
on forward motion and substantially lowers gas mileage. Each 
car has posted the proper tire pressure, usually on the driver’s 
open door. Use this figure instead of the one on the tires since 
the front and rear tires differ. Check the pressure as often as 
you check the oil, and before a trip. 

 Coming out of a rainy spring, be mindful of supplements you 
may use on your lawn.  Choose organic, chemical free fertilizer 
or your own compost to enrich the soil.  Pesticides used on your 
yard or flower beds are ultimately washed off and carried into 
the Chesapeake Bay watershed, polluting streams and nearby 
areas.  Ask your local lawn care vendor for organic solutions to 
common pest problems or research online for “green fertilizer.” 

 Looking for fun summer activities? Think green: plant a garden, 
fly a kite, have a picnic (with local foods and reusable utensils), 
go walking, hiking, or bird-watching, enjoy a park near your 
home or take Metro to the National Mall or the National Zoo.  

mailto:tap@chevychasepc.org
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Shortly after my birth in 1922, my parents moved to 
Quesada Street within walking distance of Chevy 
Chase Circle. They joined Chevy Chase Presbyterian 
Church, and the small multi-purpose chapel became 
our church home. Worship Services, Sunday School, 
and a wide variety of other events took place in the 
chapel. 

As membership grew, the chapel was unable to ac-
commodate the many church and community activi-
ties. Funds were raised to build the current sanctuary 
with seating capacity of 700. Sunday School classes 
were held in the fellowship hall under the sanctuary. 
Curtains were used to separate the classes. 

Church circles were formed. The church was thriving 
and, as always, opened its doors to youth groups, 
community activities, and even welcomed other de-
nominations. As membership continued to grow, min-
ister of youth and associate pastor positions were cre-
ated. A Sunday School wing was built to house the 
growing church population. 

Women worked side by side in the kitchen, frequently 
hosting church sponsored and community happen-
ings. I especially remember a carnival event when, 
much to my surprise, my mother volunteered to be a 
Fortune Teller!!! 

My mother and aunt (my mother’s sister) were active 
church circle members. They worked together, almost 

daily, making dresses for children in Appalachia. Ma-
terial was expensive in those days, so they often used 
discarded men’s shirts, using the shirt’s front buttons 
as the closure for the back of the dress. Donated trim, 
rick rack, and lace were added as decoration. 

Street cars were the primary mode of transportation. 
A district line was extended into Maryland, just be-
yond the church to Chevy Chase Lake where there 
was a dance pavilion. 

I attended nursery school in a farm house on 
Brookville Road. Now, my nursery school is the well-
known La Ferme Restaurant. 

Chevy Chase Presbyteri-
an Church has always 
been an important part 
of my life.…attending 
Sunday School as a 
young child, youth group, 
confirmation, my wed-
ding in 1943, circle mem-
bership and another trip 
down the aisle in 1979 
after my first husband’s 
death.  

I have been fortunate to celebrate several family bap-
tisms and weddings of my children, grandchildren 
and great grandchildren at CCPC. I have been truly 
blessed. 

I am proud to belong to a church that continues its 
long tradition of welcoming and serving the commu-
nity. CCPC outreach extends beyond our neighbor-

hood to the world. 
Chevy Chase Pres-
byterian Church 
has remained vital 
and strong 
through the many 
changes over the 
years! 

Gray Greenleaf: CCPC Through the Years 

On April 21, the Board of Deacons hosted a festive luncheon, “A Trip Down Memory Lane,” for 50 year members 
and their guests. More than 50 people attended the luncheon, shared memories, and enjoyed Deacon Ken Low-
enberg on the piano playing favorites from the 40’s, 50’s and 60’s. Marjorie Gray Greenleaf shared her memories 
of CCPC during the luncheon. 
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Our High School Graduates 
 

- Tate Anderson graduates from Walt Whitman High 
School. Tate plans to attend Northeastern University 
in Massachusetts in the fall.  
 - Emma Artley graduates from McLean High School 
this spring. In the fall, she plans to attend Centre Col-
lege in Kentucky 
- Sam Giagtzoglou graduates from the School without 
Walls this spring. He plans to attend Wesleyan Uni-
versity in Connecticut this fall. 
 - Cam Hoffman graduates from Bethesda-Chevy 
Chase High School. Cam plans to attend the University 
of Colorado at Boulder in the fall.   
- Philip Kettler graduates from Bethesda-Chevy 
Chase High School this spring. He plans to attend the 
Blair School of Music at Vanderbilt University this fall.  
- David Lukaczer graduates from the School Without 
Walls this spring. He plans to attend Temple Universi-
ty in Pennsylvania this fall.  
- Emily Pratt graduates from Bethesda-Chevy Chase 
High School this spring. In the fall, she plans to attend 
Northeastern University in Massachusetts.  

 
 
- Nathan Pratt graduates from Bethesda-Chevy Chase 
High School this spring. He plans to attend Wake For-
est University in North Carolina in the fall.  
- Sam Thirumalai graduates from St. Anselm's Abbey 
School this spring. In the fall, he plans to attend the 
University of Colorado at Boulder.  
 - Emily Williams graduates from Bethesda-Chevy 
Chase High School this spring. In the fall, she plans to 
attend the University of Virginia in Charlottesville, VA. 

 

Our College & Graduate School Graduates 
 

- Joe Sandman has graduated from the University of 
Michigan and will be attend the University of Pennsyl-
vania Law School in the fall.  
- Nate Schafrick graduated from the University of 
Michigan with a Master's of Science in Environmental 
Policy and an Masters of Public Health in Epidemiolo-
gy. Next, Nate will take a fellowship position with the 
Vermont Department of Health.  
 

CCPC Graduates Look Ahead 

CCPC congratulates high school and college students who have reached the im-
portant milestone of graduation! Please keep all these people in your prayers 
as they complete their studies at this time. At press time, the following infor-
mation was obtained: 

Hard Hat Volunteers Needed 
The dormant "Hard Hats" Group is being restarted. 
This group will meet every second and fourth Thurs-
day from 9:00 a.m. to noon, to do small maintenance 
jobs mainly around the outside of the Church.  

Jobs include things such as the cleaning and painting of 
hand rails, sealing concrete joints, sanding and finish-
ing outside doors, patching cracks—the list goes on 
and on. Come appropriately dressed. No strenuous or 
dangerous jobs will be undertaken.  

Volunteers are desperately needed!  Call John Hyslop 
at (202) 966-2997 or Campbell Graeub at (301) 652-
2007 to add your name to this worthwhile effort to 
keep our premises looking good, and enjoy the compa-
ny of like-minded "handy-persons" at the same time. 
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together to know God’s will as we seek the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. Because God works through flawed 
human beings, it is a messy process. The church is 
constantly evolving and reforming as God has “more 
truth and light yet to break forth out of his holy 
Word.” (from a sermon by Pastor John Robinson as 
he sent the Pilgrims off to the Colonies, quoted in the 
2010 Book of Order G-18.0101) 

As stated above, church polity clearly forbids 
Presbyterian clergy from performing same-sex 
marriages. Clergy and sessions of churches that 
authorize the performing of such marriages risk 
disciplinary action. Congregations risk expensive 
legal fees and put clergy at risk for removal from 
ordained office. 

At the PC(USA) General Assembly this summer, the 
Assembly will consider overtures to change the 
definition of marriage as “between a woman and a 
man”  to be  “between two people.”  The Assembly 
will also consider overtures that will allow for more 
pastoral discretion in whether or not to perform a 
marriage ceremony. The Task Force will be watching 
what happens at the assembly very closely.  

When speaking of pastoral concerns, the Task Force 
and I recognize the need for compassion and care for 
those who might come to be married. How might we 
minister to them in light of the restrictions?  We also 
recognize a pastoral concern for CCPC. Same-sex 
marriage raises strong feelings and the congregation 
is not all of the same mind. People of good faith hold 
differing understandings of God’s purposes in this 
matter. The intention of the Session in creating the 
Task Force is to move ahead deliberately, 
thoughtfully, and prayerfully with humility, respect, 
and concern for all.  

The process this church undertakes to discern its 
stance on same-sex marriage is my greatest concern. 
How we make our decision is at least as important as 
what decision we make. We live in a culture that too 
easily shuts down conversation before it has had a 
chance to begin. People have many questions and 
concerns that need to be heard and considered. We 
must listen to each other with openness and respect. 
God has created of us a community of faith and bound 
us together in love. It is this unity of love, respect and 

struggle to fulfill God’s purposes that gives witness to 
a divided world that peace and reconciliation are 
possible even in times of difficult disagreement.  

The Marriage Task Force is one of the finest working 
groups I have known. The process they are leading is 
a great benefit to the church, as CCPC, and to the 
church at large. Please keep the members of the Task 
Force in your prayers as they continue to lead us in 
this process and work toward making a 
recommendation to the session on what stance CCPC 
should take. The time will come to pray for the 
session as they make that decision. Please take 
advantage of the opportunities offered to further 
study and discuss the complexities of the issue and 
the stance of the church. We have much to learn from 
each other and God has much to teach us. May God’s 
Spirit guide the whole church in the ways of justice, 
love, and compassion.  

       

       ~God’s Blessings,  Molly 
 

Members of the Marriage Task Force:  Carol Crawford, 
Julia Fegley, Grace Hyslop, Betty-Kay Kindred, Rich 
Lindahl (Chair), and Britt Reynolds.  

Pastor Molly’s Letter from page 1 

“The intention of the Session in 

creating the Task Force is to move 

ahead deliberately, thoughtfully, 

and prayerfully with humility, re-

spect, and concern for all.” 
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Summertime Movies at CCPC 

July 8 

July 15 

August 19 

Toy Story 3 

Hugo 

Joyful Noise 

11:30 a.m. in  

Geneva Hall 

Join us for a
 film screening a

nd discussion
 on selected

 Sundays thi
s summer! Summertime offers a differ

ent rhythm to our lives and
 learning 

Details on page 7 


